RECLAIMING EDUCATION
RESTORING LOCAL ACCOUNTABILITY FOR SCHOOLS IN THE NATIONAL EDUCATION SERVICE
The flowchart overleaf spells out a practical
way to re-establish effective democratic links
between local communities and the schools
that educate their children. Although locally
elected councils are the best expression of our
local democracy, the thrust of government
policy for education since 1988 has been to
curtail local input by handing over significant
elements of education to market forces.
The academies and free schools programme is
the most acute form of this privatisation and
has resulted in nearly half (40.5%) of all state
funded schools being handed over to private
control and only a fifth (23.9%) of secondary
schools keeping their links with local democracy.
There is no evidence of improving educational
standards but the system reinforces inequality. In this unsupervised chaos, financial
corruption and mismanagement are becoming
commonplace. Local communities are shut
out of the running of their schools. Academies
are not required to have representative governing bodies and decisions are taken behind
closed doors by business managements or
government appointees.

In 2018, the Labour Party Conference made a
welcome commitment to no more academies
and free schools and to returning schools to
local democratic control under a common set
of rules applying to all schools.
This flow chart shows how it could be done
without closing any schools and with minimum disruption to local schoolchildren and
communities.
The key to unlocking change will be an
Education Act which changes the law to
prevent the creation of any new academies,
allows Local Authorities to create new schools
and gives ministers new powers to override
academy funding agreements.
Legal precedent for this has already been set
by Conservative ministers in specific areas.
This renewal of local government involvement
in education must be accompanied with
adequate resources, powers and, when
necessary, restructuring to enable effective
administration.
With these new government powers, a
consistent set of regulations applying to all
schools can be put in place. These would

cover, as necessary, pay and conditions,
curriculum, financial processes, admissions
and exclusions etc.
The autonomy of individual schools can be
restored by requiring all schools in MultiAcademy Trusts (MATs) to have in place
proper governing bodies rooted in the local
community. These governing bodies would
have the same powers and responsibilities as
those in maintained schools, including setting
their own budgets and the freedoms to set
the style and ethos of the school and also to
look elsewhere for services and support.
Funding agreements along with the duty to
monitor, support and intervene as necessary
can then be transferred from the Department
for Education and MATs to local authorities.
After this there would be no practical difference between a maintained school and an
academy except for largely redundant and
overridden funding agreements.
The final stage would allow schools to end
their academy status if they wished and
return to maintained status.

A new Education Act to restore accountability of schools
to local communities

Towards a new National Education Service

